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Among the hundreds of
features we discovered were
several large pits containing
numerous pieces of purposefully
broken ground stone, whale
bone, and other objects, some of
which was burned or otherwise
altered. These pit features, dating
to approximately 2,000 years ago, appeared to have been used to
contain items that were ritually broken in purposeful ways and then
treated in specific, sequential fashions. For example, ground stone
objects were broken in very specific ways, dribbled with asphaltum
(naturally occurring tar used for waterproofing baskets and boats),
covered in ochre, and then placed in the pit. Some pieces of ground
stone were made of extremely soft materials that suggest they
were not functional, but rather, were created specifically for ritual
use. Similar features dating to the same approximately 2,000-year-
old period were also found just down the coast from our work by
colleagues, and we started collaborating about what, collectively, they
represented.

My colleagues and I have interpreted these features as being part
of the Mourning Ceremony, a community ritual documented to be
performed by both coastal and desert tribes in southern California
as late as the early twentieth century. During that time, desert and
mountain groups in southern California, like the Cahuilla and
Serrano, performed week-long ceremonies to mourn past community
and family members. Belongings of departed members were broken
and burned and, in some cases, perishable effigies of these people
were created and burned during ceremonies.

Just below the bluffs from the 2,000-year-old sites we excavated in
2003, the subsequent year we excavated Mission period (for example,
1,800 years younger) features we have also interpreted as the product
of Mourning Ceremony performance. Rather than being large pits
that were reused year after year, these features from the Mission
period were much smaller and discrete, containing ritually broken
artifacts, burned food items, ochre, and other similar items found

(continued on page 4)
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AAHS SUBVENTION AWARD PROGRAM

The Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society (AAHS) is pleased
to announce the 2018 competitive subvention award program for
AAHS members. The purpose of this program is to provide money
in support of the publication of digital or print books or Kiva journal
articles that further AAHS’s mission. Many sources of grant funding
do not support publication costs. Through this program, AAHS can
provide occasional funding to prevent this barrier to the sharing of
research results. This year, awards up to $5,000 will be considered.

Award criteria:

¢ The AAHS Publications Committee will review applications
submitted by authors or editors. Applications are eligible for
review after the manuscript has been accepted for publication
by a press or the journal editor “as is” or “with revisions.”

¢ The application will include a cover letter that describes
the purpose of the subvention, the audience for the book or
article, how publication of the manuscript is in keeping with
the AAHS’s mission, and the availability of other sources of
funding for publication. Supporting materials shall include:
(1) an abstract for the book or article; (2) a copy of the Table
of Contents (if relevant); and (3) a copy of the letter from the
press or journal editor indicating their terms for accepting the
manuscript. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

¢ The monetary award will not be paid until AAHS has been
notified that the book or article has been finally accepted by the
press or journal editor and will be paid directly to the publisher.

¢ The financial support of AAHS will be noted in the volume/
article acknowledgments and on the copyright page of book
publications.

To join AAHS, please visit: http:/ /www.az-arch-and-hist.org/home-
page-members-text/ membership/.

The deadline for receipt of submissions is September 10, 2018 for
consideration by the end of October. Applications should be emailed
to Sarah Herr at sherr@desert.com.
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methods. To date, we have sourced more than 300 beams, including
archaeological materials sampled 100 years ago by Earl Morris, which
were among the first to be analyzed at the Laboratory of Tree-Ring
Research. We also now have comparable data for great houses both
in and outside the canyon and for different time periods. Our results
document surprisingly distant timber sources and a dynamic pattern
of shifting resource utilization between the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries at Aztec East and West Ruins.

Speaker Ronald H. Towner received his Ph.D. from the University of Arizona
in 1997. He is an archaeologist and dendrochronologist with an interest in human-
environmental interactions and past wood use behaviors. Much of his career has
revolved around the Early Navajo occupation of northwestern New Mexico, but
his interest in cultural patterns of wood use is the main thread of all his research.
This collaborative effort, with Chris Guiterman and Jeff Dean, is the first attempt
to delineate wood procurement patterns at the Aztec great houses. The work was
partially funded by the Western National Parks Association.

AAHS FaLL Book SALE
OcTtoBER 12-13, 2018

The AAHS Used Book Sale to benefit the Arizona State Museum
library will be held Friday, October 12 (11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
and Saturday October 13 (10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.). The sale will
take place in the lobby of the Arizona State Museum. We have
received a large collection of archaeological gray literature from
the estate of Lex Lindsay as well as a large number of books on
Mexican Art from another donor. Books are very reasonably
priced, with many at $1 or $2.

If you are willing and able to help set up the book sale at 8:00
a.m. on October 12 or take down the sale at 3:00 p.m. on October
13 please contact Katherine Cerino at kcerino@gmail.com. Lots
of strong backs make easy work!
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characterized by beings with
elongated bodies, elaborate

head attachments, hachure-filled
bodies, and triangular heads. This
field trip will take participants to
several panels in the 5 Mile Wash
and Ten Mile Wash drainages, to a
birthing panel south of Woodrulff,
and some images along the Little
Colorado River.

Participants should be in good physical condition and able to hike
over rocky and uneven terrain. Petroglyph panels are located along
cliff walls and in drainages. Hiking distances will be 1-2 miles for
each area visited. In some areas, trekking poles will be a hindrance.

The field trip will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday October 20 and
continue until about noon on Sunday, October 21. Meeting place to

be determined. If you are interested in participating, contact Kirk
Astroth at kirkastroth@gmail.com. More information will be provided
as it becomes available. The trip is limited to 20 people.

OO OO OO OO OO

Southern Southwest Archaeological Conference

Pueblo Grande Museum
January 11-12, 2019

he Southern Southwest Archaeological Conference (SSWAC) is

a new conference aimed at highlighting current archaeological
research in the southern Southwest United States and Northwest
Mexico. The goal is to hold this conference every other year, each time
in a different location around the region. This will allow participants
to explore the history of various localities through site visits and other
activities while also showcasing new and innovative research from
throughout the region. In addition to sharing research, goals for the
conference include building community and facilitating collaboration
among those interested in the archaeology of the region. Visit
https:/ /sswac.org/sswac/ for more information.
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When CWA funds were exhausted and the cook shack was no
longer needed except for occasional storage, Colton suggested that
the salvaged but still valuable lumber be used in a way that would
best benefit the monument. It was given to the local Navajos, with
the understanding that they would provide a textile in return. In due
time, a blanket was
produced, put up for
sale, and miraculously
sold for $75, which
was donated right
back to SWMA. To
make a long story
short, SWMA was
enormously successful,
ultimately expanding
its assistance to parks
and monuments
throughout the western states and evolving into the Western National
Parks Association (WNPA).

The Arizona State Museum (ASM) is proud of its long and
productive association with WNPA. Some of the founders were
students of ASM’s first director, Byron Cummings. One of them,
legendary southwestern archaeologist Emil W. Haury, who succeeded
Cummings as the ASM director, was a founding and long-serving
member of the SWMA /WNPA board. In 1950, SWMA spearheaded
the publication of For the Dean, a volume of essays by friends and
students of Cummings, presented to him on his 89th birthday. Last
September, ASM was honored with the WNPA Edward B. Danson
Award, which marked the 125th anniversary of its founding in 1893.

Today, Tucson-based WNPA, under the capable leadership of
James E. Cook, provides a much-needed lifeline to 71 national parks
and monuments in 12 western states. That modest initial investment
of $234.50 has been skillfully parlayed into millions of dollars that has
helped national parks and monuments in the West share the nation’s
heritage with the public, fulfilling the original goal of that handful of
young park service employees who took action 80 years ago in 1938.

Long live WNPA!

Western
Nat}'_onal Parks

Assoc
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AAHS Membership Application

Membership is open to anyone interested in the prehistory and history of Arizona and
the Southwest and who support the aims of the Society. Membership runs for a full
year from the date of receipt, and covers all individuals living in the same household.
If you are joining as a household, please list all members of the household. Monthly
meetings are free and open to the public. Society field trips require membership.

Membership Categories

a $60 Kiva members receive four issues of the Society’s quarterly journal Kiva
and 12 issues of Glyphs

0 $45 Glyphs members receive Glyphs

Q $35 Student Kiva members receive both Kiva and Glyphs

Qa $100 Contributing members receive Kiva, Glyphs, and all current benefits

Q $150 Supporting members receive Kiva, Glyphs, and all current benefits

Qa $300 Sponsoring members receive Kiva, Glyphs, and all current benefits

0 $1,500 Lifetime members receive Kiva, Glyphs, and all current benefits

Note: For memberships outside the U.S., please add $20. AAHS does not release membership
information to other organizations.

I wish to receive Glyphs by (circle your choice): Email Mail Both

I am interested in volunteering in AAHS activities: ~ Yes  Not at this time

Institutional Subscriptions

University libraries, public libraries, museums, and other institutions that wish to
subscribe to Kiva must do so through the publisher, Taylor & Francis at tandfonline.
com. For institutional subscriptions to Glyphs ($100), contact AAHS VP for
Membership at the address below.

You can join online at www.az-arch-and-hist.org, or by mailing the form below to:
Barbara Montgomery, VP Membership
Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society
Arizona State Museum, The University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ 85721-0026

Name: Phone :
Address:
City: State: Zip:

E-mail:

Officers Board of Directors
President: John Douglass | jdouglass@sricrm.com | 909.213.2775

Vice President for Activities: Pamela Pelletier | pamela@email.arizona.edu | 520.248.9933 2018—2019
Vice President for Membership: Barbara Montgomery | bmontgomery@tierra-row.com | 520.861.1653

Recording Secretary: Michael Diehl | mdiehl@desert.com

Communications Officer: John Hall | john.hall@terracon.com

Treasurer: Karen Schollmeyer | karen@archaeologysouthwest.org

Directors
Kirk Astroth Sharlot Hart Rebecca Renteria Adam Sezate James Watson (ASM representative)
Patricia Gilman Fran Maiuri Robin Rutherfoord Chris Sugnet Evan Giomi (student representative)

Editors of Society Publications
Kiva: Debra Martin, Acquisitions Editor | debra.martin@unlv.edu
Glyphs: Emilee Mead | emilee@desert.com | 520.881.2244
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